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Dates for your diary 
 
Thursday 26th November – Year 2 Scooter 
Training (2D) 
Thursday 26th November MUFTI - Crazy 
Christmas Hair  
Friday 27th November - INSET Day - school 
closed 
Friday 4th December MUFTI - The Night Before 
Christmas – Dressing Gowns and Pyjamas to 
school  
Friday 11th December MUFTI - Christmas 
Jumper 
Monday 14th – Friday 18th December – 
Gratitude Week 
Friday 18th December MUFTI - It’s beginning to 
look at lot like Christmas – Christmas Fancy 
Dress  
Friday 18th December – Last day of term 
Monday 22nd December – Friday 1st January 
Christmas Holidays 
 
Christmas Performances 
You may already be hearing Christmas songs 
being sung at home as Mrs Carlton, Miss Tootill, 
Miss Devlin, Miss Cassidy and Mrs Brennan are 
hard at work preparing our Christmas Nativity 
and our Carol Service. 
 
They will look a little different this year as they 
will have to take place in our bubbles and sadly, 
we will not be able to invite you to live 
performances. However, our staff are hard at 
work to make sure that the children still enjoy 
these very special occasions and that we 
provide a way for parents to celebrate with us, 
even if it is in a virtual sense.  
 
Recording will start over the next few weeks and 
performances will be online to view and 
participate in before the end of term. More 
information will follow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 20th November 2020 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Thank you for your continued efforts to keep our 
school safe. As we end another week with all 
our pupils in school, I feel very grateful to all of 
our community. Like you, we hope we will make 
it to Christmas without needing any of our 
bubbles to isolate. To help us in these efforts, St 
Mary Magdalen’s, along with many other 
schools, has partnered with the COVID 
Symptom Study to help make sure our pupils 
remain as safe as possible, whilst also doing our 
part in creating the world’s largest scientific 
dataset of COVID-19 in children. 
 

We are asking all parents to join the COVID 

Symptom Study by downloading the free app 

and taking less than 1 minute a day to report 

how your child/children are feeling. By reporting 

daily via the app, we will gain a broader picture 

of COVID in the community and this will help 

keep our pupils and families safe. Importantly, 

the information you report will be invaluable to 

critical scientific research into COVID in children 

and for public health purposes. Whilst the 

information is confidential, the study will share 

any findings from their research with you.  

 

We are asking all parents to download this app 

via Apple App Store or Google Play Store. 

Simply create a profile for yourself and for your 

child/children. To join our school network in the 

app and receive personalised COVID insights 

about our school, go to Edit Profile for your 

child’s profile > School Network > enter our 

school’s Unique School Network Code 

A1ZUYRD > select the Bubble that your child 

belongs to. 

Our Unique School Network Code is A1ZUYRD. 

To avoid confusion, please do not share this 

code with anyone who is not a parent of our 

school. 

For more information including full instructions 

on how to join and use the COVID Symptom 

Study app, please head to: 

https://covid.joinzoe.com/schools 

Thank you in advance for your support.  

 

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/covid-symptom-tracker/id1503529611
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.joinzoe.covid_zoe
https://covid.joinzoe.com/schools
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Gratitude Week 14th – 18th December 
2020 has been a uniquely challenging year. 
Whilst I know for many it has been a time of 
hardship and tragedy, I am also aware that there 
is much to be thankful for and the strength and 
compassion of our children, families and staff 
reminds me of this daily.  
 
We are hoping to end 2020 in school with 
positivity and hope and will be spending time in 
the last week of term reflecting on things we are 
grateful for in our lives at home and at school. I 
hope that this will be a wonderful opportunity for 
us to come together as a community and 
express our gratitude towards one another; 
spreading a little joy in difficult times.   
 
Food Bank Donations 
At the start of the year, one of our parent 

governors, Josh Desouza, suggested that we 

put on a Christmas Dinner for local elderly 

residents. In normal times, this would have been 

a wonderful way to show our gratitude towards 

our community and live out our faith through our 

service to others. 

For obvious reasons, we are not able to do this, 
but we are able to donate to our local 
foodbanks. This year, we will be a drop-off point 
for our local foodbanks and will use some of 
these donations to make up hampers for those 
in need in the parish. This is a great way for us 
to support our community during these difficult 
times. 

 

As a catholic school, the idea of community 
comes from the sense of responsibility we have 
for each other. In the Bible, God encourages us 
to take care of our brethren while following the 
word of the Lord. We must remember the 
importance of maintaining the connection with 
our fellow man to ensure a thriving 
community. More information about what to 
donate, where and when will follow. Thank you 
in advance for your support. 

 

Thank you from Father Adrian 
Continuing with the themes of gratitude and 
community, Father Adrian would like to thank 
parents for purchasing Christmas cards for the 
church ceiling appeal. Your generosity 
contributed over £200 towards these works. As 
we all know, the church is a vital part of our 
community, and it is wonderful to see our 

families continuing to support the parish at this 
difficult time. 
 
Mufti Day Reminder 
It was lovely to see the children bringing a little 
bit of festive cheer to school today as part of our 
series of Christmas themed mufti days. The PTA 
are asking for a £10 donation (£2 per mufti) that 
you can make on SCOpay, or into buckets on 
the day. The SCOpay payment is one payment 
of £10, as we are charged for every transaction 
and this will hopefully make it quicker and 
easier. We are delighted that we have already 
raised £730 so thank you for your generosity. 
 
The upcoming themes are: 
Thurs 26th Nov - Crazy Christmas Hair  
Friday 4th Dec - The Night Before Christmas – 
Dressing Gowns and Pyjamas to school  
Friday 11th Dec - Christmas Jumper 
Friday 18th Dec - It’s beginning to look at lot like 
Christmas – Christmas Fancy Dress  
 
Please be aware that PE lessons will still be 
taking place on a Friday for some classes and 
please don’t worry if your child would rather not 
participate in the theme. 
 
Birthday Treats 
St Mary Magdalen’s takes great pride in being a 
healthy school, encouraging our pupils to stay 
active and to make healthy choices relating to 
food and drink. 
 
Previously, this has meant we have asked for a 
donation of a book for the class library, rather 
than sweet treats for birthdays. However, we are 
aware that in the current circumstances there 
are very few opportunities for children to 
celebrate their birthdays and so we are happy 
for children to bring treats to school for their 
bubble. When selecting these treats, please 
make sure that you minimise any additional risk 
such as congregating in the playground and 
stopping the flow of traffic through the school’s 
one-way system. The treats must also be nut- 
free, so please do check any packaging to avoid 
disappointment.  
 
Packed Lunches and Snacks 
On a similar note, please make sure that your 
child’s snack and/or packed lunch is a piece of 
fruit or similar and that you are not sending 
sweets, chocolate, cakes, crisps etc. into school.  
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Our packed lunch policy states that these are 
not appropriate items. It can cause distress to 
children if a snack or part of their lunch is taken 
off them by staff. It also creates unnecessary 
tension between children when some families 
are following the rules and others are not, and 
encourages children to “share” treats which, 
whilst very generous, only increases the risk of 
groups of children becoming unwell. 
 
SMM Past Pupils Excel! 
We know that all of our pupils have incredible 
potential and it was wonderful to hear this week 
that one of our past pupils, Lauren James, has 
been included in the England Women’s’ Football 
Squad.  
 
A real inspiration to us all to count a Lioness 
amongst our alumni and yet more proof that 
whilst we are small, we are indeed mighty!  
 
Keep Active 
If Lauren’s achievements have inspired you, the 
Youth Sports Trust has put together some online 
clubs for pupils who are currently unable to 
attend their usual sporting activities. 
 
Every weekday at 5pm until the end of term, 
they are running a 30-minute online club for all 
children to do some sport, develop skills and, 
most importantly, have some fun! 
 
https://www.youthsporttrust.org/AfterSchoolSpor
tClub  
 
Eco Committee 
Our Eco-Committee have been hard at work 
encouraging us all to conserve energy during 
“Switch off Fortnight”. As part of our bid to be as 
eco-friendly as possible, they have been 
conducting an audit into how we use energy 
within the school and where we can switch off 
and save. 
 
Thank you to Mrs O’Gorman for her hard work 
with the committee and to Ria Tusiime, 
Georgina Grech and Caleb Mcrae, who did a 
fantastic assembly for the school. A special well 
done should also go to one of our younger 
committee members, Tadhg Munday, for his 
wonderful posters. Great work everyone! 
 
Additional Support 
The current circumstances mean that you may 
need some additional financial support. We have 

recently been sent a letter about different 
services that might be of use to our families or to 
people you know. Please do see the attached 
letter detailing different agencies and resources 
that you can access. 
 
If you do need additional support, please feel 
free to speak to the school. This information will 
always be handled with the utmost confidence. 
 

 

 
I hope you have a wonderful weekend with your 
children. 
 
Mrs Hughes, Headteacher 

Headteacher’s Awards 
for Exceptional Work 

 
All the children in our school are stars but 
those listed below shone a little brighter 
over the last week: 
Year 1 – Turtles – Abigail Sponsler, 
Antonio Izcara Jimenez, Cara Weldon, 
Elena Ogura, J-P Dowell, Nico Ansari 
Year 2 – Starfish - Lorenzo Bonna 
Year 2 – Angel Fish – Antonio Stephenson, 
Evelyn Dolan, Lucie Newbold, Sofia Tilio 
Year 3 – Seals – Aiste Grineviciute, 
Angelica Perry Pecikoza, Bertie Grech, 
Tomas Whitmore, Vanessa Luscevska 
Year 5 – Manta Rays – The whole class for 
outstanding art work 

 

Well done to the 
children listed below 

who were Diving Deep 
this week: 

            Seahorses – Ruby Vernazza  
Turtles – Ava Terry 

Starfish – Rose Thistleton 
Angel Fish – Evelyn Dolan 
Seals – Sam Hughes and  

Mateos Kodra 
Dolphins – Livia Woolfenden 
Manta Rays – Ben Wiggins 

Blue Whales – Leon Poldolak Perry 
Orcas – Maya Clop 

Certificates will be given out in 
Monday’s Assembly 

 

https://www.youthsporttrust.org/AfterSchoolSportClub
https://www.youthsporttrust.org/AfterSchoolSportClub

